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Bicentenary of 

St. John Bosco's Birth
1815-1888

The Preventive System



Agenda

• Five Minutes Before Both Masses

– 1/4/2015 Brief History of St. John Bosco

– 1/11/2015 The Preventive System

– 1/18/2015 The Salesian Family

• 1/18/2015 Thanks to Passing the Flame, after 
Both Masses.  An One-and-Half Hour 
Presentation at St. Joseph’s House on St. 
John Bosco’s Dreams
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St. John Bosco

• Italian Catholic priest, educator and writer 

• Put into practice the convictions of his 

religion, dedicating his life to the betterment 

and education of 

– Street children

– Juvenile delinquents

– Disadvantaged youth
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The Preventive System

• “These boys are not bad.  Take care of them 

before they fall into crime.”

• Employ teaching methods based on love 

rather than punishment

• It is based on three pillars:

– Reason

– Religion

– Loving kindness
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Methodology

• Gain love before inspiring fear

• In 1887 Don Bosco wrote: "I do not 

remember to have used formal punishment; 

and with God's grace I have always obtained, 

and from apparently hopeless children, not 

alone what duty exacted, but what my wish 

simply expressed." 
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Principles

• “Knowledge never makes a man because it 

does not directly touch the heart. It gives 

more power in the exercise of good or evil.”
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Ways to Make Yourself Loved 
• Coping with Anger

– "Let nothing disturb you!" St. Teresa

• Like a caring father

• Always be gentle and prudent

• Allow for the thoughtlessness of youth and Be 
alert for hidden motives

• Speak kindly

• Give timely advice
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How to Correct a Child

• Correct often

– Never correct in public

– Be indirect

– Wait until the child is calm

– Withdraw some mark of affection
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How to Correct a Child (Cont.)
• Correct often

– Pick the best moment

– Appeal to reason and responsibility

– Use a third party

– Sweeten correction with comfort

• Be optimistic!
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