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Bicentenary of 

St. John Bosco's Birth
1815-1888



Agenda

• Five Minutes Before Both Masses

– 1/4/2015 Brief History of St. John Bosco

– 1/11/2015 The Preventive System

– 1/18/2015 The Salesian Family

• 1/18/2015 Thanks to Passing the Flame, after 
Both Masses.  An One-and-Half Hour 
Presentation at St. Joseph’s House on St. 
John Bosco’s Dreams
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St. John Bosco

• Giovanni Melchior Bosco, commonly called “Don 
Bosco” (Father Bosco) or “John Bosco”

• Italian Catholic priest, educator and writer 

• Put into practice the convictions of his religion, 
dedicating his life to the betterment and 
education of 
– Street children

– Juvenile delinquents

– Disadvantaged youth
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Early Years

• On August 16, I8I5, John Bosco was born in a 
stone cottage (Beechi, Italy) to Francis and 
Margaret Bosco.

• Papa Francis died only two years after John's 
birth.

• Mama Margaret raised three boys by herself.
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The Bosco family

• The Bosco family was poor, while John was 

still a small boy he had to join his brothers in 

farm work.

• Mama Margaret taught them that work was 

a privilege and that joy would make the work 

lighter.
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Priesthood

• He had an immense passion towards The Lord. 

• John attended public elementary school in 

Castelnuovo and graduated with honors in 1835.

• He loved to learn and wanted to become a priest.

• At age 20, he entered the seminary.  In 1841 he 

was ordained in Turin after six years of study.
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• As a priest he visited the prisons of the city.

• The condition of the children confined in 

prisons made such an indelible impression 

that he resolved to devote his life to the 

rescue of these unfortunate outcasts.

• “These boys are not bad.  Take care of them 

before they fall into crime”
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Life Calling



• Don Bosco opened the Oratory of Saint 

Francis de Sales for boys (O.S.F.S.) -"the 

Salesians“- priests who educate and care for 

boys, under the protection of Our Lady Help 

of Christians, and Saint Francis de Sales.

• To start, Don Bosco provide two workshops 

for the boys: shoemaking and tailoring.
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The Oratory 



• Don Bosco also founded the Daughters of Our 
Lady Help of Christians. 

• Don Bosco died on January 31st 1888 at the age 
of 73. 

• At the time of Don Bosco's death there were 250 
houses of the Salesian Society in all parts of the 
world, helping 130,000 children.

• He was canonized by Pope Pius XI in 1934.
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Salesian Society 


